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Reading task - vocabulary

Chapter 4 – extract 1 of 4
The Quiet House

Mrs Dovetail was buried in the graveyard in the City-Within-The-City,
where generations of royal servants lay. Daisy and her father stood handin-hand, looking down at the grave, for a long time. Bert kept looking back
at Daisy as his tearful mother and grim-faced father led him slowly away.
Bert wanted to say something to his best friend, but what had happened
was too enormous and dreadful for words. Bert could hardly bear to
imagine how he’d feel if his mother had disappeared forever into the cold,
hard earth.
When all their friends had gone, Mr Dovetail moved the purple wreath
sent by the king away from Mrs Dovetail’s headstone, and put in its place
the small bunch of snowdrops that Daisy had collected that morning. Then

the two Dovetails walked slowly home to a house they knew would never
be the same again.
A week after the funeral, the king rode out of the palace with the
Royal Guard to go hunting. As usual, everyone along his route came
rushing out into their gardens to bow, curtsy, and cheer. As the king bowed
and waved back, he noticed that the front garden of one cottage remained
empty. It had black drapes at the windows and the front door.

1) What does the word ‘bear’ mean in the sentence ‘Bert could hardly
bear to imagine’?

2) What does the term ’grim-faced’ mean?

3) Find the adverb that tells us how the Dovetails walked home.

4) Find and copy the words that tell us what the town’s people
normally do when they see the King riding.

Writing task – grammar

Maths task
Time – seconds, minutes, hours

60 seconds = 1 minute
60 minutes = 1 hour
24 hours = 1 day

Fancy some Science?

