
 

 

Curriculum Pathways – Music Themes 

 

` 

Birches First School  
Believe, Grow, Succeed to be the best ‘me’ I can be 
 

Our curriculum for Music inspires all children to develop a life-long love of music and encourages self-expression, 
confidence, creative thinking skills and improvement to their emotional wellbeing. Our curriculum provides 

opportunities for children to understand the importance of, and value music in the wider community. It also 
teaches our children to respect and appreciate music from a range of historical periods, styles, traditions, and 

communities. Children develop a secure understanding of what music is by listening, singing, playing, 
evaluating, analysing and composing music through an engaging and stimulating curriculum.  

Year N 

Year R 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 3 

Year 4 

 

Tempo: Snail and Mouse 

 

 

Dynamics: Seaside 

Keeping the Pulse: My 
Favourite Things 

 

Singing: On This Island 
 

Contrasting Dynamics: Space 

South Africa 
(Instrumental 

scheme) 

Ballads 

Haiku, Music and 
Performance: Hanami  

 

 

Nursery Rhymes, 
Actions and Songs 

Music and Movement 
(Weather Music) 

 

Music and Movement: Expressing 
Feelings and Emotions 

Sound Patterns: Fairy 
Tales 

 

African Call and Response 
Song: Animals 

 

Creating Compositions in Response 
to an Animation (Mountains) 

 

Developing Singing Techniques: 
The Vikings 

 

Instruments: Musical 
Storytelling 

 

Pentatonic Melodies and 
Composition: 

Chinese New Year 
 

Caribbean                        
(Instrumental scheme) 

 

India              
(Instrumental scheme) 

 

North America    
(Instrumental scheme) 

 

Pitch: Superheroes 
 

Structure: Myths and Legends 

Celebration Music: A range of 
cultural and religious celebrations 

Musical Stories: Represent 
moods or characters 

Songs for routines/ Nursery 
Rhymes 

Exploring Sound 
Big Band: Experimenting with 

Instruments 
Groups of Instruments 

Musical Stories  

Musical Symbols: Under the 
Sea 

 

Pitch: Musical Me 

South America 
(Instrumental scheme) 

 

Rock and Roll 

Indonesia         
(Instrumental scheme) 

 

Celebration Music 

Experimenting with 
Instruments  

Transport Music 


