
‘Welcome to Year 1’
Meeting

Believe, Grow, Succeed… to be the best ‘me’ I can be!



Meet the Staff

Mr Jones
Teacher

Mr Hallmark
Teaching Assistant - Mornings



Transition

• Transition from EYFS to Year 1 is a very 
important time in a child's development and 
time in school.

• Continuous provision: The learning 
environment in the Year 1 classroom will 
reflect elements of EYFS. This will gradually 
decrease throughout the year to ensure 
children are ready for Year 2. 

• Adult led activities will gradually increase 
throughout the first half term.



What will my child learn?

English
(Handwriting)

Maths
(Fluency Bee)

Phonics 
Group

(Reading)

Science
History

Geography

Computing RE PSHE/ RSE

Design 
Technology Art

Music

PE/ Games

Phonics

National Curriculum



Our Typical Week



What will my child learn?



What is my child 
learning?



Maths

Calculation 
Policy

Knowledge 
Organiser

White Rose 
Maths



How to support my 
child with Maths



Phonics

• Continue to use systematic synthetic phonics 
programme validated by Department for 
Education.

• Phonics sessions take place every day in school 
with a trained Little Wandle Teacher or 
Teaching Assistant. 

• Most children will now be secure with Phase 2 
and 3. There are two more phases children need 
to be taught before the end of Year 1.  

• Children will take the statutory Phonics 
Screening Check in June 2025. 

Phonics Workshop –
Autumn Term



How to support my 
child with Phonics

We have slightly adapted the Little Wandle rhymes. Please 
refer to school website for school rhymes. 



Year 1 Reading

Please read with your child for 10 minutes every night. 
Reading to children is also extremely important! 

• Reading Sessions (phonics) - Three times a week
• Books are carefully matched to children’s secure 

phonic knowledge and word reading. 
• When children take the book home to read, they 

should be 90% fluency. Please do not worry that the 
book is too easy – it needs to develop fluency and 
confidence in reading. 

• Phonics books will be changed every week. Books 
should be in school every day. Please record any 
reading on Boom Reader (minimum once a week)

• Children will have the opportunity to go to the school 
library weekly. Please log reading on Boom Reader. 

Decoding
Prosody 

(intonation/ 
expression)

Comprehension



English

Add Summer 2 Writing Expectations Work



National Curriculum Spellings

Add Summer 2 Writing Expectations Work



How can I support my 
child with English?



PE/ Games 
Health and Safety

(including clubs)

Participation

All pupils are expected to 
participate in PE/ Games 

lessons.
Alternative tasks if there is an 

injury or illness (agreed by 
Headteacher). 

PE/ Games Kit
Please ensure children have 

correct kit. Trainers – black or 
white. Velcro unless child ties 

shoelaces.

Jewellery

All jewellery including earrings 
must be removed. 

Religious artefacts need to be 
removed or made safe. 

Forest School
Children will participate in 

Forest School for one half term 
throughout the year.

Hair and Nails

Long hair should always be 
tied back. Nails need to be 

sufficiently short to prevent 
injury to self and others.

Watches
All watches (including fitness 

watches and wristbands 
monitoring activity) should be 

removed for all PE lessons, 
clubs and activities. 



PSHEe/ RSE

• Relationships and Health Education is a compulsory
part of every school’s curriculum including:
• Relationships
• Physical health and mental wellbeing

• Relationships and Health Education will be covered 
through our Personal, Social, Health and Economic 
education (PSHEe) lessons which are taught weekly. 

• A letter will be sent to parents before any sensitive 
issues are discussed so parents are fully aware when 
a particular subject is being taught including key 
vocabulary.



Behaviour Policy

Golden 
Time!

Golden Table



Safeguarding Leads

At Birches First School the safety of our children is of upmost 
importance. It is everyone’s responsibility to safeguard our children 

but speak to one of the people below if you have concerns.

Miss Varricchione
Headteacher 
Designated 

Safeguarding Lead 

Miss Hulme
Teacher/       
Assistant 

Headteacher/ SENCo

Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead

Mrs E Buckley

EYFS Leader/ 
Reception

Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead

Mrs Banks

Club Manager/ 
TA

Deputy Designated 
Safeguarding Lead



Pupil Premium

• Pupil Premium funding is allocated to schools to 
support children and remove barriers to 
educational achievement. Schools receive funding 
for;

• each child registered as eligible for free school 
meals at any point in the last 6 years.

• each pupil who is in local-authority care or has 
left local-authority care because of 1 of the 
following:
• adoption
• a special guardianship order
• a child arrangements order
• a residence order

• children with a parent who has served in the 
armed forces at any point in the last 4 years.

Please speak to Miss Varricchione if you feel your 
child may be eligible. 

It really can make a difference!



General Information

Snacks – healthy lunchboxes please. Children are provided with 
healthy snack for lunchtime but may bring their own if they 

wish (healthy snack – no boxes please)

Remember to send your child with an empty water bottle 
everyday. 

All children’s clothes must be named!

Check pupil records – update with any changes. Ensure email 
address is up to date!

Marvellous Me – no text service from September. Ensure you 
have the app. 

School dinners – sandwiches can be booked though the Office

Birches Club – bookings will be on Parent Pay from September 
(in advance). You will be charged from time your child finishes 

school.

Attendance – below 90% persistent absence. Please ensure 
children are on time everyday. Please do not arrange medical 
and dental appointments in school time, wherever possible. 

Remember you are automatically a member of the PFA. Please 
join us for meetings or help at any fundraising events. It helps 

your children!



Any Questions?

Thank you for listening!


