
Year 1  

Our School, Our Streets Knowledge Organiser 

Enquiry Question: How has my school and local area changed over time (100 years)? 
Key Vocabulary Key Questions and Facts 

Purchase:  When you buy something. 

Local Area: The nearby place where we live. 

Impact: How much something effects something else. 

Buildings: The human made places where people live 

or work.  

High Street: A busy street normally filled with shops.  

School: A place children go to learn.  

Birches First School: Our school! 

Shops: A place we go to buy things.  

Packaging: How we wrap objects.  

Food: Things we eat for energy.  

Housing: The buildings humans live in.  

Locality: The name of a place.  

When was our school built and 
what was our school building 

like before? 
 

 Our school was built in 1959. 
 
 It is now 65 years old. 

What do photographs tell us 
about what our school was like 

in the past? 
 

 The school was much smaller 
in the past. 

 
 We have more technology 

(computers/ Ipads/ Boards).  
 
 We have more gates and fences 

to help us stay safe.  

What do written sources and 
artefacts tell us about what our 

school was like in the past? 
 

 The time table has changed over the 
years. 

 
 We now have more lessons. 

 
 Boys and girls were taught some 

lessons separately, like textiles and 
craft. 

What do photographs and 
written sources tell us about 

how our local high street was 
like before? 

 
 Shops have changed, becoming 

more up-to-date.  
 

 The roads have changed, due to 
their being much more traffic.  

How has our local high street 
changed? 

 
 When we go shopping, we 

choose our own items, not the 
shopkeeper. 

 
 The roads have changed, due to 

their being much more traffic. 
 

 More space needed for parking.  

What was it like to shop for food 
years ago and how has shopping in 

our local area changed? 
 

 Shopping was an important 
occasion and people dressed smart 

for it.  
 

 Due to there being no fridges or 
freezers, people shopped daily.  

 
 People didn’t normally choose their 

own shopping in shops – a shop 
keeper sorted it for you. 

 
 


