Year 4
Rivers and Canals
What impact do the waterwuys have on people s lives?

Key Vocabulary Key Questions and, Facts
Canal: Waterways built | What are the differences hetween canals, rivers and ponds? How are rivers formed?
shipping and transport. Rivers are natwral Rivers are formed at a sowrce such as a natural wawﬂuybegmmumﬂﬂdmmmw&mmgh
Mouth: Where the river spring or a glacier and flow down the land to the sea. Canals are built ground,and,begm&wﬂowdmmﬂuu They always flow downhill
enters the sea. by people Canals are built to carry goods by hout from one place to because of gravity. They mfwmm(mm)a&ﬂwy
River: q,ﬂgwing,nw\,ing another. Lakes and ponds are standing hodies of water while rivers and, WWWWQUMWMMG&WWWQW-
stream of wuter. streams are distinguished by a fast-moving cwrrent. While there appear They flow until they reach ancther body of water. As rivers flow,
Water cycle: The journey to be clear distinctions, the differences become subtle in regions where they erode (or wear away) the land.
of water on the Earth rivers widen, and cwrent slows such that the river could he considered
Erosion: Erosion is the

mwlwuw Y o 3 e Rivers in the UK. Features of Rivers and canals.
mmfmg s : ; -~ 4 3 * ; ® RW’QJ‘S/hﬂzV'@SOUJCQ&, dwmw,bs,, tributaries and
ments W " hs.
e River receives wuter from a wide area and flows
eventually into a lake or the sea. The wuter
flows naturally downwuards, sometimes

underground and eventually to the sea.

Useful Wehsite:

https://www.wwf.org.uk

What will children know hy the end of the unit?

People depend on rivers for their
way of life and their livelihoods. _ _ ,
From. fishing to- agriculture, the https://www:.bhc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
way We mandge our Woterways
has a direct impact on people’'s ! ./ N v,

Our iconic rivers are vital

habitats for a vast array of



https://www.wwf.org.uk/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f
https://waterways.org.uk/

matter from agricultwral i https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
run-off, and chemical . i
and runoff from mines. ' ' ' https://www.worldatlas.com/ - differences hebtween a
cli I and, . . . .
floodi arebigel river and canal.
to owr wuaterways.

River System

\relotlt” The Water Cycl
. i Tributary e
River Thames: The River

Thames known alternatively : L (A G B _ Confluence
in parts as the river Isis, is '

 river that flows through ; .

Lcndon. : : e ((c e 7 I )| | i - - '\\,,’m“ p e " § -

River Severn: The River e
.Swm,atzzolmuz.s,long, : - TRAm |
is the longest river in Great S ll

Britai

River

Oxbow Lake

Features of a Floodplain Flooding

levees : Fluvial Pluvial Coastal Plumbing
A d L ~§, T ' .-‘.‘ B 2 .

Mg -

Lots of rainfall Heavy rainfall High tides Broken pipes in
causing rivers to | cannot and storms. buildings.
burst their banks. | drain away

quickly enough.

Flooding can be prevented in some areas by building dams and flood barriers.
However, blocking a river at one location can cause flooding further up or

layers of sediment downstream.

Floodplains



https://canalrivertrust.org.uk/
https://www.worldatlas.com/
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