
 

 

Curriculum Pathways – RE 

 

 

Birches First School  
Believe, Grow, Succeed to be the best ‘me’ I can be 
 

Our Religious Education curriculum provides children with the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding of a 
range of religions while contributing to their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development. Children are encouraged to 

understand big questions about life, to be to be aware of the differing beliefs of others and the impact and diversity this can 
have on people’s lives. This enables children to make sense of a range of religions, reflect on their own ideas and ways of life. 

Children are encouraged to develop communication skills so that they are able to participate positively in our society 
demonstrating tolerance and respect. Our school’s focus religions are: Christianity, Islam and Sikhism 

Our RE curriculum and whole school ethos celebrates each child’s uniqueness. We aim for our children to enjoy learning about 
religion, to develop curiosity and a sense of awe and wonder about the local and global world around them. 

 

Year N 

Year R 

Year 1 

Year 2 

Year 3 

Year 4 

 

Belonging 
Religious welcoming 
ceremonies / Baptism 

Celebrations 
How do faith communities celebrate? 

Caring 
How do people/ faith 

communities show they care?  

Worship and Ceremonies 
Similarities/ differences – how 

people worship. 

Belonging to a Group 
Aqiqah ceremony 
Pilgrimage/ Hajj 

 

Religion in the Home 
What makes the home distinctive 
of a particular faith community? 

Exploring Living by Rules 
What rules can be found in 

sacred writings? 

Environment: Harvest 
God as a creator of the world 

Jewish festival of Sukkoth 

Study of a Chosen Religion  
Main features of a religion’s 

lifestyle 

 

Families 
Church family 

Caring for the Natural World 
How do faith communities show 

they care about the world? 

Sharing Special Food 
Symbolic food 

Passover/ Sedar Plate 

Commitment: Lent 
Lent, Shrove Tuesday, Ash 

Wednesday 

Valuing New Life 
Birth of Jesus – Christians 

Symbols of Worship 
Artefacts from faiths 

Love, peace, justice – Christianity  
Christian/ Hindu weddings 

The Beginning of the World 
Hinduism – creation  

Thinking about God 
Hindu worship 

Sikhism – Guru Nanak 

Features and Patterns of Worship 
Christianity/ Islam focus – What 

happens when people meet together 
with a common cause or interest 

Answers 
What stories do members of faith 

communities tell which have meanings? 

Storytelling through Sacred Writings 
How is a bible special to Christians? 
How is a Qur’an special to Muslims? 

Worship 
How and why do faith communities 

meet together for worship? 

Showing Kindness and Goodness 
Who do believers think are good? 

Religious Leaders 
What makes Jesus a good leader 

to Christians? 

Landmarks in Life 
What are rites of passage?  

Confirmation/ Sacred Thread 
Upanayana Ceremony  

Special Times: 
Explore own special memories of 
celebrations and how they are 

associated with religions. 

The Birth of Jesus 
Explore stories about the lives and 
teachings of key religious figures 

Helping Others 
Hear and respond to stories 

about belonging and relating to 
religious communities 

 

Special Places and Festivals 
Identify and ask questions about 

customs associated with 
particular religious communities. 

 

I Wonder What Makes Me Special: 
Explore own life story and culture and 

identify similarities and differences 
between ourselves and others. 

 
Once Upon a Time: 

Identify significant places associated 
with particular religious communities 

and why they are important. 

Out and About: 
Explore natural environment and 
how we can care for our school. 

Relationships, Promises and Church 
Wedding Celebrations 

Identify symbolic actions, gestures and 
rituals and how they are used as part 

of worship and ceremonies 
 

People Who Help Us 
Explore stories related to Easter 
and talk about their meanings. 

All Creatures Great and Small 
Discuss how we can care for living 
things and ask/ answer questions 

about looking after habitats. 

Caring for Creation 
Ask and respond imaginatively to 
questions about things that are 

interesting or puzzling in the world. 

Easter Celebrations 
Find out how sacred texts are 
regarded, read and handled by 

believers 
 


