
 

 

 

Numbots Guide 

Whilst the resource is predominantly for children in Early Years and Key Stage 1, 
children in Year 3 and 4 may benefit from the chance to practise and consolidate 

key skills. 

https://play.numbots.com/ 
 

The Numbots App is also available at the Apple Store and on the Google Play Store. 
This allows children to use Numbots on mobile devices and tablets. The app is free to 

download but your child will need to enter their log in details to play. 
 

Numbots is a carefully selected programme of daily arithmetic practice with an 
emphasis on mathematical concepts. It is a fun way to significantly improve your 
child’s recall and understanding of number bonds and addition and subtraction 
facts. With regular practise (little and often), children are more likely to get used to 
tackling these type of questions with ease whilst developing strong critical 
foundations in Maths.  

Before the Game 

Children are welcomed to the game with an opening video, where they are 
introduced to the central character, “Rusty”. In the video, Rusty asks for help in his 
quest to find new parts to upgrade him to a diamond robot, so he can “shine inside 
and out, like a Diamond”. Next, the child will be able to choose a bot name they will 
play under, as well as their own robot character. 

There are two game types: 

Story Mode –  

The game starts in ‘Story Mode’. There are 18 stages - from Rust to Diamond - and 
each stage is made up of a number of levels. Players start at Rust level 1 and, to 
unlock the next level, they need to earn at least 2 out of 3 stars. To earn the 2 or 3 
stars required to pass the level, children must demonstrate a level of fluency when 
answering the questions. This means they must be accurate and timely with their 
answers; if children get 0 or 1 stars they need to answer more quickly. The game 
ensures that learners don’t move on to the next level until they show they are 
prepared for it. Story Mode starts with very basic maths (subitising numbers) and 
progresses steadily and rigorously to addition and subtraction of double-digit 
numbers. The emphasis is on learning the ideas and concepts behind the addition 
and subtraction so it features more diagrams, shapes and question styles.  
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Challenge mode –  

When players complete Stage 3 (Tin): Level 35 in Story Mode, they will unlock 
Challenge Mode. Here they can race the clock to test themselves on how many 
questions they can answer correctly in one minute. There are 20 different challenges 
to choose from; each challenge testing a different skill, for example number bonds to 
10, adding single digits or subtracting double digits. The emphasis is more on speed 
of recall of key facts.  

Remember to click ‘enter’ after you type your answer. 

The Custom Shack 

For every maths question answered correctly, the child will receive coins to spend in 
the Custom Shack. Here, they are able to purchase new parts to upgrade and 
personalise their own robot character. As well as earning coins, children are kept 
motivated throughout their NumBots journey by collecting badges and winning 
trophies to reward their achievements. 

Supporting your child 

In order to get the best out of NumBots, it should be incorporated into children’s 
daily routine, playing regularly for short bursts (5-10 minutes per day). There will 
be times when they need your help understanding what to do (to help with that, 
there is an info slide before each level begins) or even with typing in the answers. 
They may need encouragement from time to time and they may benefit from being 
reminded that making mistakes is something perfectly natural. They could also 
reach a point in the maths that is beyond their reach for now; if it feels like they’ve 
reached a blocker, we’d recommended returning to earlier levels and trying to 
complete them with 3 stars. If they are regularly struggling to achieve 2 stars, it 
may be worth speaking to their teacher about possible strategies and asking them to 
change the Story Controls for your child, which will give them longer to pass each 
level. 

Important: Please don’t allow siblings, friends of family to answer the questions for 
them but do support your child if they’re stuck. 

 

 


