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Dear Parents,
A very waurm welcome hack to schooll

I hope yow all had a wonderful holiday! I trust that this letter finds you and your family safe
and well and all ready for a busy and, exciting term ahead. A special welcome to our new chil-
dren and parents to owr amazing school. In addition we have two new Teachers joining the
Birches Team, Mrs Lloyd owr Nursery Teacher and Mrs Kandola teaching Y1 Mondays and Y2 on
Thursdays and Fridays. I am sure youw all will he very happy here. T would like to inform any
new parents that we strive to keep youw fully up to date and inwolved with school business. I
guestion is too big or too smalll
Thank you so much for yowr tremendous patience and support last year. We are delighted, to
WWMWMWWWMMWWMMWWWMMMW
mixing heyond their Key Stage! Please refer to this letter to familiarise yourself once more with
'dxcrproj% ax;d/‘cdlecncn,' information for tomorrow moming (Text with link to follow for your
I do- understand that many of you will be nervous about the full reopening. We at Birches First
School will continue to support our children in owr care both educationally and emotionally, their
wellbeing is our highest priority. If there is anything that may have happened during the school
holiday to impact your child/family please let us know and we will do everything we possibly,
can to support yow. Our full risk assessment is posted on owr wehbsite for your reference.

We are all looking forward to seeing the school full, happy and busy again...

I wish luck with your own reestablishment of normal hedtime and getting up routines...I
krwww%b@ahugashochwthzsgﬁwnmouiﬁhomwmowowmcmmg)

I also wish to reassure and children that a nerves will he around,
o tomagh, bt we Al 4o our very best 16, make everyore foek welcome and. fe wher. the
staff and I greet the children in the moming (Reception and Nursery on their specified days).

Sleep. well,

Best wishes

Miss Varricchione




INSET Dates

I would like to draw your attention to the INSET date on Monday, 6th June. This wus planned,
prior to the announcement of the additional Bank Holiday. Hopefully some of you may he able
to take the opportunity to have a holiday/few days away at possibly a reduced price due to
most schools returning on the Monday.

Break Up —Summer Date

As schools do not gain from the additional bank holiday, (it falls already within school's holi-
day) an additional day has heen granted. Staffordshire have advised to take this day on Thurs-
day 21st July. Therefore please note school will now close for the Summer Holidays on
WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY.

Meet the Teacher

Wemmmmmmmmmwmmmmm

with their child's ‘new’ teacher(s). Therefore on Wednesday 22nd Septemher we would like to- inv-
vite parents to come into school and see your child(ren)’s classrooms and meet their teachers, see

where they sit and ask any questions regarding settling over the first two weeks. I hope to see
many, of yow on this date hetween 3.30pm-6.00pm.

Homework Grids

Homework Grids will be uploaded to our
wehsite for parents to- access. Any issues
please contact yowr child's class teacher via
email.

Rould Dahl Day
13th Septemher

We will be joining in with the world wide
Dahl one of the greatest story tellers. This
children come to- school in normal school

What is my child learning?

Your child's Curriculum Topic Web will he up~
louded to the school website by Monday 6th
September. Thzdus&twchmamreaﬂy,wxdi:—
planned and hope you will continue to support
yowr child as much as possible.

30th Septemher School Photographs
stands. In addition children will all have their
mmmmmmm@wm

2nd —Welcome Back all Children
14th~ Year One Meeting
22nd—Meet the Teacher 3.30-6pm
28th-Phonic Workshop (YN/R/1/2)



Year One Parent's Meeting
Miss Owen and Mrs Kandola would like to inwvite Year One Parents to- a meeting on Tuesday
14th Septemhber at 6.00pm. Transition from Reception to Y1 will be discussed and further infor-
mation will he shared regarding the difference in daily routines now the children have moved
into main school.

We encowruge all parents to attend.

Outside of School
We would, love to- hear of the children's success and achievement out of school.
Please bring in photographs, awards and certificates to celebrate within school.
The staff and I love to- hear what the children are interested, in heyond the school gates!

School Information-IMPORTANT Pupil Information

(Reception and Nursery only) sheets should he completed and retwmned to school by Monday 6th
Septemher. Thank you.

If there have heen any changes for Y1-Y4 children (Telephone numhers/Allergies/Medical) duwr-

ing the Summer Holidays please inform the school office to ensure we have the relevant infor-
mation-many thanks.

Macmillian Coffee Morming

We will he hosting @ Macmillan Coffee Moming on Friday, 24th Septemhber 2021 from 8:30am to
10:30am. Annual coffee mornings across the country have heen highly effective in making sure
that nohody faces cancer alone and Birches would like to- continue to- embrace this wonderful
project, welcoming parents to catch up over a cup of coffee/tea, enjoy some scrumptious treats
and donate the cost of the cuppa to- Macmillan Cancer Research!

By joining Macmillan's biggest fundraising event, we will he collecting funds to provide medi-
cal, emotional, practical and financial support for people facing cancer, as well as campaigning
for better cancer care. There are now 2.5 million people in the UK living with cancer. It would he
friends to sponsor the cause. The entrance cost, inclusive of tea/ coffee and cake, will he £2 per

persomn.

All cake/ cupcakes/ hiscuits contributions and monetary donations are greatly appreciated. All
funds raised will all be sent to Macmillan. If you are unable to attend the coffee morming and

would still like to- donate, please send in any donation to school with your child in o sealed

enwelope, lahelled ‘Macmillan donatior.

Many thanks for yowr support and we look forward to enjoying a cup of coffee (and cake!!!)
with you!

Phonic Workshop
Phonics Workshop for parents of children in YN, YR, Y1 and Y2 will take place on
Thursday 28th Septemher at 6.00pm.

We encourage all parents to- attend to- help support your child with the learmning and
application of phonics at home.




Birches School Governors

Penalty Notices for Absences from School
Inmmmemmwmawmwmmmmmm¢wwmwmm
circumstance”’. Where a request is not deemed to he an “exceptional circumstance” a child's non-
attendance for this period will be marked as an unauthorised ahsence. This absence will be retained on record
throughout their time at schoot.
If a child has ten days or more unauthorised absence over two half terms. in a row, a penalty notice may he
issued tor parents/carers of that child. Late marks will he recorded as an unauthorised absence and these will
also he taken into account when issuing Penalty Notices

Attendance is monitored regularly by the Education Welfare Officer based at Staffordshire County Council. On-
line spot register checks can he carried out without prior consultation with school and may lead to further

investigation by the Education Welfare team.

School Uniform (Please see ahove regarding current situation)

Children at Birches wear their uniform with pride. Our school colowrs are red, grey and white. Please ensure
that all items of clothing are clearly named to- make the task of reuniting any clothing with its owner easier.
Names written using hall point pen will need to he checked regularly to ensure the name is still legible. The
dress code for winter is red logoed emhbroidered round-neck sweatshirt or cardigan. White logoed embroidered
polo (preferred) or plain white T-shirt. White or grey, socks/red or grey, tights. Grey, skirts or pinafore dresses,

Footwear
For health and safety reasons well fitting flat shoes are recommended for school wear. Sensible black shoes -
nottrwmcrrtmuw,rsuyz Tmmarsslwwd,bzwm}orGanws,onJ,g, I}gﬂumsendmwduld,mmwwd,

and should, not he worn.

W
It is essential that children have rainwear in school. With many children arriving by car we often find that at
Jewellery and Nail Vamish
We request that children do not wear any jewellery, in school. ChudxmmﬂLpAmted,mshmudwearsmm
studs. No jewellery is worn during physical activity lessons and these should he removed when
in sporting activities. Nail vamnish should be removed for school. Make up, hair gel, tramlines and highlights
Sports Kit
PE: This should be brought to school EVERY MONDAY and will he sent home on a Friday to he wushed and,
retwned. Red Shorts, white logoed embroidered (preferred)/plain T-shirt, elasticated black pumps and, red
zipped logoed emhroidered hooded jumper. Games: Trainers, white logoed embroidered (preferred)/plain T-
shirt, WW@M(MWWWW)MMWWWMMWW
Lightweight

Remember your child needs to bring a wuter hottle to- school everyday, to keep hydrated!

If you are uncertain please see the prospectus on owr wehsite which illustrate our

expectations.
....................................................... p
A reminder to please park considerately in the roads around the school.
We continue to receive complaints from parents and, residents ing incon-~
: MMWWM/WWW Cars not
: onthe zigzag lines outside school, on the junction of Bi Avenue and Birches Roud,

driveways, double park along Birches Avenue or use the school drive to twm.

w the all roud and,
e appreciate WWWW Thmwsu}e maintaining



Pupil Premium/School Lunches
ALl children in Reception and KS1 (Year 1 and Year 2) are entitled to Free School Meals. Howewver, it is

Wmmmmmpwew F SohuoLMeaJ&snLLo,ppug, sdwot

. Please enooumge any parents who tUBerws,and, receipt mw

Income Support
Income based Joh Seekers Allowance

Income based Employment and Support Allowance

Child tax credit and no working tax credit with a household, income of less than £16,190
Universal Credit

The ‘Guarantee element of State Pension Credit

Support under Part VI of the Immigration and, Asylum Act 1999

For more information visit www.staffordshire.gov.uk/freeschoolmeals  or
emmLJZrmohovhnwbs@staJi&)rdshwewuk

Early Years Pupil Premiwm (Nursery)
tFJ)nw dullg in Earhg,%gawji&a%g\r{em applwa%ﬁn% plmewc;%% school o‘;%.ce "
Service Pupil Premium (SPP)

The Department for Education introduced the Service P Premium (SPP 2011 in recognition

SWWWW@WW@WRWWWW
the SPP funding. It is designed to assist the school in providing the additional support that these
children may need and is currently worth £300 per service child.

Please contact the school office to- check iff your child meets the eligibility, criteria. We are happy to
help in any way.

Jeans for Genes~ Friday 17th Septemher
All children are inwited to- wear Jeans/Dungarees/Denim Skirts etc with their normal School
Logoed Jumper/Cardigan for a £1 donation. Please log on to Parent Pay to donate to this
charity. If there is a problem, please let the office know:.

Parent/Grandparent Helpers
I am delighted to say that we will be once again allowing volunteers into school! If you think
youw could spare any time within the week please speak to Miss Varricchione or the school office
to complete a form and find out how to get inwolved in the future months. A huge thank yow if
yow carn. You will be amazed how much even 10 minutes can help! Please note-

All volunteers will need to- complete a DBS check to- comply with Safeguarding procedures.

Birches Values;
Belief Independence Resilience Curiosity Honesty Enthusiasm Success
Ouwr Mission Statement; Believe, Grow; Succeed...to he the hest ‘me’ I can he.
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