
 

 

 

 

 

15th January 2021 

Dear Parents, 

One of the areas we have found particularly challenging during school closure periods is 

providing children with access to suitable reading books that will support their developing 

reading skills.  

I am delighted to inform you that we now have access to the full Oxford Owl library of 

ebooks. As you will know, many of our school reading books come from the Oxford Reading 

Tree schemes so this online option will align well with the books your child is familiar with. 

The scheme offers a range of titles in each book band and a variety fiction and non-fiction 

texts. In the next few days you will receive a class login which will allow you access to the 

library. Rather than having specific books allocated to your child, your child’s class teacher 

will advise you which book band your child should be accessing. We do ask that parents try 

to remain within this book band to support us in managing your child’s progression in the 

long term. If you feel your child may be ready to move onto the next band, please do 

discuss this with their teacher first. When moving a child on in school, we carefully consider 

their word recognition and fluency skills alongside their understanding and ability to discuss 

the text (comprehension skills). If you have not received your child’s book band information 

and class login by Monday please let us know. 

In class, we would normally expect to change a child’s book 1-2 times per week. As books 

get longer and become more complex, a child might take a little longer to work through a 

book. We ask that parents are mindful of keeping a suitable pace with their child’s reading 

(1-2 books each week). We do ask for little and often - daily reading is very beneficial but 

we would not expect a child to completing a book every day at any level. Please record your 

child’s reading in their Reading Diary as usual – this will provide us with a useful record 

when we return to school.  

We encourage a love of reading at Birches so do please continue to enjoy a range of stories 

beyond the reading scheme with your child / encourage them to read a range of books 

themselves. At the end of this letter you will find some information to support you in reading 

with your child at home. These questions can be used to discuss reading scheme books and 

other books that your child enjoys.  

Thank you for your continued support with your child’s reading. We hope you enjoy sharing 

this resource with your child, 

Best wishes,  

Mrs J. Ferretti.  

Assistant Headteacher / English Leader 

Birches First School  
Believe, Grow, Succeed 
 



 

Supporting your child’s comprehension skills.  

 

In class we use Reading VIPERS to support children’s developing comprehension skills; 

 

Vocabulary – understanding and exploring the meaning of words used and the 

impact they have on the reader / story.  

Infer – the ability to answer questions about the 

text that are not explicitly written – the reader 

must use clues in the text. 

Predict – the reader uses their understanding of 

what they have read so far to make predictions – 

what might happen next. Why do we think this?  

Explain – being able to justify our answers and 

explain our thoughts about a text.  

Retrieve – answering a question with information 

written within the text.  

Sequence (KS1) – being able to place events in 

the correct order /                                           

Summarise (KS2) – being able to summarise key events and information   

 

 

Please try and support your child’s reading skills by asking them questions and talking to 

them about the books they read with these skills in mind. You will find at the end of this 

letter some suggestions for the types of questions you could ask your child to help the 

development of each of the VIPERS skills.  

Even if your child has become independent and fluent in their reading please do continue to 

listen to them read and ask them questions to develop their comprehension skills. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

VIPERS style questions for Key Stage One (Year 1 and 2) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VIPERS style questions for Key Stage Two (Year 3 and 4) 

 

 


