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Birches First School  
Believe, Grow, Succeed 

 

Match the repeated addition to the 

multiplication. 

1) 2) 

3) 

4) 

5) 

CHALLENGE 



English 

Apostrophes can be used to shorten certain words. This is done by joining together 

two different words and using an apostrophe to show where the missing letter would 

normally go. 

For example: I am becomes I’m – The apostrophe ( ‘ ) replaces the ‘a’. 

Fill in the grid below with the different contractions and the longer forms of the 

contractions. 

 

 

 

 

 

Read the following extract of ‘The Caravan’. 

There has been a problem with this text – all the apostrophes have disappeared!  

Your task today is to write out the text below, but to include any missing apostrophes 

for the contracted words. 

 

Now Mitch, dont go playing up by the pylon,” my Mum had warned me 

often enough. “Its dangerous. Youll get yourself electrocuted.” Did I 

listen? Of course I didnt. Most days after school that was exactly where 

I went. Daft really, but she actually thought that I was doing my 

homework with Connor. Shes always worrying too much. Ive still not 

forgotten how she used to tell me not to play under Hanger Bridge by 

the railway in case the troll snatched me. Of course, I was younger then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contraction Longer Form 

Doesn’t  

Can’t  

 It is 

 They are 

Isn’t  



Reading 

 

 

 

 

 

Chapter 5 – extract 2 of 2 

 

The Dovetails’ new cottage was a gloomy place. Sunlight was blocked out by 

the high yew trees that bordered the graveyard, although Daisy’s bedroom window 

gave her a clear view of her mother’s grave, through a gap between dark branches. 

As she no longer lived next door to Bert, Daisy saw less of him in her free time, 

although Bert went to visit Daisy as often as possible. There was much less room to 

play in her new garden, but they adjusted their games to fit. 

What Mr Dovetail thought about his new house, or the king, nobody knew. 

He never discussed these matters with his fellow servants, but went quietly about his 

work, earning the money he needed to support his daughter and raising Daisy as best 

he could without her mother. 

Daisy, who liked helping her father in his carpenter’s workshop, had always 

been happiest in overalls. She was the kind of person who didn’t mind getting dirty 

and she wasn’t very interested in clothes. Yet in the days following the funeral, she 

wore a different dress every day to take a fresh posy to her mother’s grave. While 

alive, Mrs Dovetail had always tried to make her daughter look, as she put it, ‘like a 

little lady’, and had made her many beautiful little gowns, sometimes from the 

offcuts of material that King Fred graciously let her keep after she’d made his superb 

costumes. 

And so a week passed, then a month, and then a year, until the dresses her 

mother had sewn her were all too small for Daisy, but she still kept them carefully 



in her wardrobe. Other people seemed to have forgotten what had happened to Daisy, 

or had got used to the idea of her mother being gone. Daisy pretended that she was 

used to it too. On the surface, her life returned to something like normal. She helped 

her father in the workshop, did her schoolwork and played with her best friend, Bert, 

but they never spoke about her mother, and they never talked about the king. Every 

night, Daisy lay with her eyes fixed on the distant white headstone shining in the 

moonlight, until she fell asleep. 
 

Inference Questions 

1) Was the Dovetail house a nice place or a nasty place to live? Find 

evidence in the text to support your answer. 

2) Daisy had to stop playing with Bert because her garden was too 

small. Do you agree with this statement? Explain your answer. 

3) ‘What Mr Dovetail thought about his new house, or the king, nobody 

knew.’ What do you think Mr Dovetail’s thoughts about the King 

were? 


